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2008 UTA Dates

5-6 January
Master

Pays 15 Jan

2-3 February
Pays 13 Feb

SUTA February 23-24

8-9 March
Master

Pays 17 March

12-13 April
Pays 23 April

SUTA 19-20 April

3-4 May
Pays 13 May

SUTA 17-18 May

7-8 June
Master

Pays 18 June

12-13 July
Pays 23 July

SUTA  26-27 July

“Perpetual optimism is
a force multiplier.”
Colin Powell

Senior Airman Jacob H. Heilmann
CE  Firefighter Journeyman

The 180th’s “Best of the Best”
By Lt. Col. Thomas Gee,
Public Affairs Officer

See BEST, page 4

The annual 2007 180th

Fighter Wing “Airman of the Year”
competition was held over the No-
vember Unit Training Assembly.
The various Airman, Non Commis-
sioned Officer, Senior Non Commis-
sioned Officer and First Sergeant of
the Year selection Boards choose
Senior Airman Jacob H. Heilmann
for “Airman of the Year,” Technical
Sergeant Eric M. Ball for “Non Com-
missioned Officer of the Year,” Mas-
ter Sergeant Brian E. Rozick for “Se-
nior Non Commissioned Officer of
the Year,” and Senior Master Ser-
geant James E. Ellis for “First Ser-
geant of the Year”.  Our 180th win-
ners will now compete with the Air-
man of the Year winners from Ohio’s
other units for state honors.

Airman of the Year winner
SrA Jacob Heilmann, a Firefighter
Journeyman assigned to the Civil
Engineering Squadron, has been
with the unit since 2004.  Heilmann
recently returned from a 120 day
rotation at Sather Air Base,
Baghdad International Airport, Iraq
where he was instrumental in plan-
ning and implementing the Civil
Engineering Rodeo/Fire Depart-
ment Muster.  He also functioned
as a trainer and crew chief while

deployed.  Heilmann, a Whitehouse,
Ohio resident, works full-time on his
families’ farm which is the second
largest family owned farm in North-
west Ohio.  He is also active in his
community through his involvement
with the Whitehouse Fire Depart-
ment and local American Legion
Post.

180th hosts annual
Boss Lift

Page 3
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“Commander's Comments”

  Col. Keith “Shadow” Newell
Operations Group Commander

I ran across this article a
long time ago and decided it was
worth keeping.  Though various ver-
sions can now be found on the
internet, I believe it was originally
written by a coach and dealt with
being part of a team.  Since we’re
all on the 180th Fighter Wing team,
I thought I’d share it with you.
Without saying much else, I’d like
to thank you for being winners.
We’ve got some extremely challeng-
ing times ahead of us, so don’t hesi-
tate to refer to this listing if you find
yourself seeking the path of least
resistance and wanting to be part
of the “second” line in all these state-
ments.  Please help those around
you to also maintain a winning atti-
tude.

When a winner makes a mis-
take, he says, “I was wrong;”
when a loser makes a mistake, he
says, “It wasn’t my fault.”

A winner works harder than
a loser and has more time;

By Col. Keith “Shadow” Newell
Operations Group Commander

Winners versus Losers

a loser is always “too busy” to do
what is necessary.

A winner goes through the
problem; a loser goes around it, and
never gets past it.

A winner makes and keeps

commitments; a  loser makes prom-
ises.

A winner says, “I’m good, but
not as good as I ought to be;”
a  loser says, “I’m not as bad as a
lot of other people.”

A winner will listen;
a loser just waits until it’s his turn
to talk.

A winner respects those who
are superior to him and tries to learn
something from them;
a loser resents those who are supe-
rior to him and tries to find chinks
in their armor.

A winner feels responsible
for more than his job;
a loser says, “I only work here.”

A winner says, “There ought
to be a better way to do it;” a loser
says, “That’s the way it’s always
been done here.”

In closing, for all who have
deployed or still have loved ones de-
ployed in harms way, and to all
those who support the mission from
back here, thanks for your time,
service, and patriotism.  You are
winners!

Job No. Title of Position Grade Closeout Location
180-07-11a JAG Civilian, Enlisted eligible for com. 31-Dec-07 Toledo
180-07-14a Gen Practice Physician Civilian, Enlisted eligible for com. 31-Dec-07 Toledo
180-07-15 Maint Group Ex.Officer Civilian, Enlisted eligible for com. 31-Dec-07 Toledo
180-07-16 Aircraft Maintenance Officer Civilian, Enlisted eligible for com. 31-Dec-07 Toledo
180-07-17 Maint Ops Flight Commander Capt to Major 31-Dec-07 Toledo
180-07-18 MEO Civilian, Enlisted eligible for com. 10-Dec-07 Toledo

Unit Title AFSC Rank Open Close
CES Readiness Supervisor 3E971 MSgt (Nationwide and Until Filled

Promotable SSgt may apply)
CES Readiness NCO 3E971 TSgt (Nationwide) Until Filled
FW Financial Services 6F071 MSgt 23-Nov-07
MXS Crew Chief 2A373 TSgt 10-Dec-07
MXS Acft Prod Cntrl Spvr 2A390 SMSgt 10-Dec-07
MXS Acft Prod Cntrl 2A373 TSgt 10-Dec-07
MXS Elec Integ Sys Mech 2A372 (2) TSgt 10-Dec-07
AMXS Acft Ord Sys Mech 2W171 (2) MSgt 14-Jan-08

POC/DSN
MSgt Widener X 4070

OFFICER VACANCIES

ENLISTED VACANCIES
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Employers of our own service members are photographed just before loading
on the KC-135 to view an F-16 refueling.

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Elizabeth Holliker, 180th Public Affairs

M. Beth Christoff, Principal of Toth Elementary School, and Aura L. Norris,
Director of Human Resources at Perrysburg Schools, look out a side window
on a KC-135 at one of our F-16s flanks the aircraft.  Christoff and Norris were
two of the twenty-one employers of180th service members who participated in
the Boss Lift in November.

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Annette R. Kornasiewicz, 180th Public Affairs

It was a cold, drizzling, over-
cast night; however, that did not
dampen the spirits of area employ-
ers as they boarded the KC-135 here
last month.  Twenty-one bosses of
180th guard members were nomi-
nated to participate in our annual
“Boss Lift” that occurred November
8, 2007. The lift is a ‘thank you’
event offered to employers to edu-
cate them about what we do at the
unit and give them a chance to see
a refueling up close.  Many partici-
pants had never been on a base be-
fore, much less on a military air-
craft.  Judging from the smiles on
their faces, all involved appreciated
the experience.  Employers were
able to lay abreast the ‘boom’ op-
erator and take pictures of the re-
fueling process.

“I am just amazed at the skill
of these people, and all the training
that went into it,” said M. Beth
Christoff, Principal of Toth Elemen-
tary School and employer of Senior
Master Sgt. Phil Smith, 555th band
member and music teacher at the

school. “That was totally awesome!”
Christoff plans to show the children
at her school all of her pictures.

“You don’t realize what these
people do on a day-to-day basis.  I

have a whole new respect for them,”
said Aura L. Norris, Director of Hu-
man Resources at Perrysburg
Schools, and employer of Master
Sgt. Stanley Jones, also a 555th

band member.
  At a slide show presenta-

tion before the lift, Col.Mark E.
Bartman, 180th FW Commander,
expressed his gratitude to the
bosses for the sacrifices they make
and for the support they offer our
traditional guardsmen. Another out-
standing way to recognize your em-
ployer would be to nominate them
for a Patriot Award. This award,
which is tracked by the Employer
Support of the Guard and Reserve,
comes to a servicemember’s boss in
the form of a certificate and pin.
Hundreds of  employers have been
nominated in the past by 180th
members. Please see Capt. Gary R.
Bentley for the appropriate forms.

The next Boss Lift is
tentatively scheduled for the sum-
mer of 2008, so look for your chance
to nominate your employer for an
experience they will likely never for-
get!

By Tech. Sgt. Annette R.
Kornasiewicz, Public Affairs

Employers get a lift
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Tech. Sgt. Eric Ball
Medical Services Craftsman

Master Sgt. Brian Rozick
CE Firefighter Craftsman

Senior Master Sgt. James Ellis
Maintenance Squadron First

Sergeant

From BEST, page1

  NCO of the Year winner
TSgt Eric Ball, a Medical Services
Craftsman has been with the unit
since 1998.  Ball served on several
training deployments in 2007 in-
cluding a Search and Extraction
Course in Oklahoma City, Small
Portable Expeditionary Aeromedical
Rapid Response (SPEARR) training
at Rickenbacker Air Force Base and
an “Ardent Century” exercise in In-
diana where he received the Army
Military Achievement Medal on the
spot from Brigadier General Mat-
thew L. Kambic for his contributions
to the exercise.  Ball also deployed
on short notice to Balad Air Base in
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom
where he coordinated 24-hour cov-
erage including all operational ca-
pabilities at the Flight Medical Clinic
for all pilots and enlisted flyers.
Ball, a resident of Millfield, Ohio,
also strategically coordinated a
“World Site Day” for his full-time
employer, Quin, Quin and Associ-
ates, which allowed for financial re-
quirements to be met that provided
free vision care for patients from
Third World countries.

Senior NCO of the Year win-
ner Master Sgt. Brian Rozick, a
Firefighter Craftsman with the Civil
Engineering Squadron has been
with the unit since 2002.  Rozick
volunteered for an Air Expedition-
ary Forces (AEF) deployment to

Sather Air Base, at Baghdad Inter-
national Airport, Iraq, where he
served in numerous leadership roles
including Fire Department Crew
Chief, volunteer Chairperson for the
Civil Engineering Rodeo and Fire
Muster and NCOIC of Training
where he issued 60 individual
firefighter training certifications.
Rozick, who resides in Whitehouse,
Ohio, is an active member of the
community serving on several orga-
nizations including President of the
Whitehouse Fire Department Asso-
ciation,  the Whitehouse American
Legion Post Honor Guard, and the
Buckeye Trail Association and Ap-
palachian Trail Conservancy.
Rozick currently attends Owens
Community College and is working
toward a national Registry Certifi-
cation as an emergency medical
Technician Paramedic.

First Sergeant of the Year
winner Senior Master Sgt. James
Ellis from the Maintenance Squad-
ron has been with the unit since
1981 and began as a First Sergeant
in 2003. Ellis has volunteered for
every overseas deployment that the
Maintenance Squadron has been
tasked to complete including the
most recent deployment to Balad Air
Base, Iraq.  At the Balad Air Base,
Ellis, under the harshest conditions,
maintained optimism and demon-
strated unfailing diligence, job ag-
gressiveness and total dedication in

support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.
He ensured that 335 deployed per-
sonnel were ready to perform their
wartime tasking that greatly con-
tributed to the unit completing 448
Sorties for 1861 flight hours.  Ellis,
a resident of Toledo, Ohio, is a 40-
year employee of the United States
Postal Service and acts as the Union
Representative to the Toledo Area
American Postal Union.  He is ac-
tive in the community and volun-
teers his time to do charity work for
the Cherry Street Mission, Lima
Children Services and Lucas County
Family Services.

Congratulations to all unit
members who were nominated for
the Airman of the Year honors and
good luck to our winners in the State
of Ohio competition.

Schmidt earns Chief’s Award

Staff Sgt. Ashley Schmidt, a
Supply Specialist was the winner of
the 180th’s Chief’s Award competi-
tion.  During 2007, Schmidt de-
ployed to Operation Iraqi Freedom
where she supported the 112th

Fighter Squadron as a Personnel
Specialist.  Schmidt also secured 14
Air National Guard recruits as a part
of the Guard Recruiting Assistance
Program Recruiter.  Congratulations
to Staff Sgt. Ashley Schmidt for win-
ning the “Chief’s Award.”
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Master Sgt.
Eric M. Ball

John C. Deraedt

Technical Sgt.
Justin M. Dalton

Jesse H. Ellis
David E. Harrison

William C. Lowinski
James R. Matzek
Caleb W. Mock

Promotions

Staff Sgt.
Jeremiah S. Cedoz

Joshua R. Earl
Kyle A. Kynard

Steven A. Sadowski
Robin S. Steele

Senior Airman
Eric A Bruhl

Gabreale S. Kemp
Latriece Ridgell

180th Children’s Holiday
Party schduled for

December 6th
Everyone,

This year’s Children’s Holiday Party is scheduled for Thursday, December 6th from 6-8pm in the Baker
Building.  The Surgical Staff of Flower Hospital is providing the entire meal.  Menu includes lasagna, hotdogs,
chips, salad, and desert.  We will begin serving food promptly at 6pm.  Santa will be arriving on the F-16
between 6:45-7:00pm.  Children will be able to get their picture taken with Santa at no cost.  Each child will
receive a goodie bag from Santa and the Family Readiness Group will be giving away some great Family Door
Prizes.

If you have never brought your children to this, it is a great opportunity for the children to see Santa.  No
where else will they see Santa arrive in an F-16!  The food is always good and it is a great way to get into the
holiday spirit!  I hope to see the Baker Building full of families!!

Judy

If the answer is YES to any of the following
questions, Our Military Kids grant program may be
able to help.

• Are you or your spouse deploying or deployed
overseas?

• Do you have school-aged children who play
sports?

• Or do they take dance, music or arts classes?
• Maybe they would they like to try something

new... like Karate?
• Could your child benefit from a tutor to stay

at grade level?

Our Military Kids grant pays the fees (one ac-
tivity per child up to $500) for children in grades K–12
of deployed Reserve and National Guard to participate
in youth sports, fine arts, and tutor programs.

This is a way of recognizing the sacrifices the
entire family is making while the service member is
deployed overseas. Please keep in mind that there is a
one-activity limit so you might want to be selective
about which one  you choose in order to get the most
benefit.

For more information please visit
www.ourmilitarykids.org or call: Toll Free: 1-866-691-
6654 or 703-734-6654

Military kids grant program can help pay fees
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Sam’s Club® Group Membership Program and
National Guard 180th Fighter Wing

We are pleased to announce our partnership with Sam’s Club to bring you the benefits of Membership
through their new Group Membership Program. By participating in a Group Membership plan, we are offer-
ing you, our valued employees, a way to save on personal items for yourselves and your families. Already a
Sam’s Club Member? Our Group Membership enables you to add 12 months at the Group rate on to your
existing Membership term!

Sam’s Club is the nation’s largest members-only warehouse that provides Members exceptional value
on name-brand merchandise for both business and personal use.

A Sam’s Club Group Advantage Membership entitles you to many benefits, including the following:
• Access to great savings at more than 570 Sam’s Club locations throughout the country
• A complimentary card for your spouse or other household member over 18 years of age (Membership

cards are non-transferable)
• samsclub.com – warehouse savings at your fingertips. Shop at home, at work or on the road, with

24-hour access to suit your busy schedule

Sam’s Club offers more than just warehouse savings on quality name-brand merchandise. As a
Member, you are also entitled to a number of highly beneficial services for yourself, your family and your
home. Here is a list of some of the benefits available every day*:

• SAM’S CLUB Pharmacy • Auto, Boat & RV Program
• Auto Finance & Refinance Program • Auto and Home Insurance
• Life Insurance • Vacations / Cruises
• Entertainment Tickets • Hotel and Airline Reservations
• Rental Car • Roadside Assistance
• Check Printing • Service Agreements
• AT&T Pre-Paid Phone Cards • SAM’S CLUB DISCOVER Plus®

• SAM’S CLUB® DISCOVER® Member Miles

By agreeing to participate in the Sam’s Club Group Membership program –
only available through The National Guard 180th Fighter Wing,

we are able to extend a reduced group membership rate of $30.00 a year that will be available to you through a
limited time enrollment.

In order for our Group Account to be set up, we need to submit an enrollment roster with your Membership
Application information.  Please complete the enrollment form below to let us know your participation

interest and add you to our Group plan if you choose to participate.
Enrollment Deadline: _____________

**This program is being offered to all branches of the Ohio National Guard through The Family Pro-
grams Dept, 180th Fighter Wing. Please contact the Holland, OH Sam’s Club Marketing Dept. (Amy
Shaffer/Mark Heidet) at 419-866-3650 or via email aashaff.s08139.us@samsclub.com with any addi-
tional questions. **

*************************************ONLINE ENROLLMENTFORM************************************************

Yes, I would like to participate – I am not a current Sam’s Club Member.
Yes, I would like to participate – I already have a Sam’s Club Membership #:______________

Company Name: National Guard 180th Fighter Wing

Military Unit: _______________________

First Name:                                         Last Name: ____________________
Home Phone #: ()  -
Street Address: __________________________________
City: ___________State: _________ Zip: ________
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A HISTORY OF THE STINGERS:
A SHORT HISTORY OF THE 112TH

FIGHTER SQUADRON AND THE 180TH
FIGHTER WING

By Master Sgt. Tom Mason, 180th Fighter Wing Additional Duty Historian

The history of the 112th Fighter Squadron, the flying component of the 180th Fighter Wing, begins on  August 18,
1917.  On that day, the 112th Aero Squadron organized as a supply unit at Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas.  In 1927,
the unit became the Ohio National Guard’s 112th Observation Squadron and flew out of Cleveland, Ohio.  The
112th flew a variety of aircraft during this time, such as PT-1s, BT-1s, O-2s, and 0-11s.  In 1940, the 112th arrived
at Pope Field, North Carolina, for active service.  During World War II, the 112th performed anti-submarine patrols
and courier duties.  Although the Army Air Forces assigned many unit members to other units during World War II,
one individual deserves special mention – Lieutenant Colonel Addison Baker.  He received the Congressional
Medal of Honor as a B-24 Liberator pilot during the raids on the heavily defended oil fields at Ploesti, Romania.

After the war, the unit regrouped as the 112th Bombardment Squadron (Light), with Douglas A-26 Invaders.  In
1951, the 112th mobilized for the Korean Conflict.  After the tour of active duty, the 112th returned to Ohio and flew
P-51 Mustangs out of Akron, Ohio.  In 1956, the 112th moved to Toledo, Ohio, and flew the F-84 Thunderjet series
of fighters.  In 1961, the 112th Tactical Fighter Squadron mobilized for the Berlin Crisis.  In 1962, the 112th
reorganized under the newly formed 180th Tactical Fighter Group.  The unit acquired the F-100 Super Sabre in
1970 and the A-7D Corsair in 1979.  In 1989, while deployed at Panama, the 180th participated in Operation Just
Cause.  In addition, unit members volunteered for Operation Desert Shield and Desert Storm in 1991.

Now equipped with the F-16 Fighting Falcon, the 180th Fighter Wing and 112th Fighter Squadron continue to meet
the challenges of maintaining peace and security with the world’s finest multi-role fighter.  In 1994 and 1996,
members of the 180 FW participated in Operation Provide Comfort.  In 1998, 1999, 2000, and 2002 the 180th
Fighter Wing enforced the Northern No-Fly Zone over Iraq for Operation Northern Watch.  In 2001, the 180th
enforced the Southern No-Fly Zone over Iraq for Operation Southern Watch.  In 2005 and 2007, the 180th Fighter
Wing deployed to the Middle East for Operation Iraqi Freedom.  The dedication to duty and demonstrated combat
readiness of the men and women of the 112th Fighter Squadron and the 180th Fighter Wing has been and will
continue to be a major contribution to our nation’s air power over the years, and is a direct reflection of their suburb
patriotic spirit.
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Stinger Deadline
Deadline for the next Stinger is the Satur-
day of UTA @ 4 p.m.  Hand deliver articles
to the Public Affairs Office in Building 114
or e-mail:  180.stinger@ohtole.ang.af.mil.
For more information call ext. 4014 during
the UTA.

Upcoming Events

To help children in the
Swanton community, please
bring a new, unwrapped toy
to one of the following collec-
tion points: the hangar’s
second floor break room,
Building 114, the Baker
building, or the Security
Forces building. Dates for
collections will be November
1st – December 18th Please
direct any questions to
Tech.Sgt. Tony Smith at ext.
4099

Santa for Swanton

The entire PublicThe entire PublicThe entire PublicThe entire PublicThe entire Public
Affairs staff wishAffairs staff wishAffairs staff wishAffairs staff wishAffairs staff wish
you a very Merryyou a very Merryyou a very Merryyou a very Merryyou a very Merry
Christmas andChristmas andChristmas andChristmas andChristmas and

Happy New Happy New Happy New Happy New Happy New YYYYYear!ear!ear!ear!ear!


